
S ean proposed at our home in Aberdeen. 
He had been away for a few days and when 
I arrived home from work, there were rose 
petals scattered from the front door to the 
lounge. On the table was a gift bag with a 

candle celebrating ‘our engagement’, then when I turned 
around he was on one knee with the ring!  
Sean popped the question on 23rd February and we 
married on 14th July. We dreamed of a summer wedding 
and 2019 seemed too long to wait, so in the end it was a 
short engagement. 
Finding a venue was definitely the trickiest part. We had 
clear views on what we didn’t want, but not so much 
what we did. As we had friends and family coming 
from all over Scotland, we opted for somewhere that 
was relatively easy for everyone to travel to. The deal 
was sealed when we visited Forbes of Kingennie, near 
Dundee. It offered lodges on-site for getting ready in 
the morning, and we could hold the ceremony and the 
reception in one place. 

I didn’t have long to secure a dress. I 
managed to find one around two weeks after 
I started looking – a Stella York gown with 
a beaded, vintage feel from Perfect Bridal 
Rooms in Aberdeen. After trying on around 
30 dresses with my bridesmaids, it was the 
one that stuck in my mind. I knew it was for 
me – but I just had to get my mum’s seal of 
approval.  
We chose to have a civil ceremony. Led 
by registrar Lyndsey Swankie from Angus 
Council, it was beautiful, light-hearted and 
poignant. Seeing as it was a warm afternoon, 
we made our vows with the ceremony doors 
wide open, overlooking the lake in the 
background.  
We decided to have a traditional quaich 
ceremony as part of our service too. Sean’s 
dad had worked in the whisky industry for 
over 40 years, but sadly passed away the year 
before the wedding. Including this ritual, 
allowed him to be part of the day which 
meant a lot to both of us. 
We have a bunch of talented pals, so we 
tried to incorporate them into the day as 
much as possible. In fact, one of our friends 
did a reading of a poem she’d written herself 
especially for the occasion. It was completely 
unexpected and we were touched. 

Picking a photographer was 
one of the most important 
decisions. Photos are the 
tangible memory of your 
day for years to come, after all. 
Neither of us is very good in front 
of the camera, so we needed someone 
who would put us at ease. Luckily, one 
of my old school friends, Ali Jay Edward, 
is now a successful wedding and lifestyle 
photographer whose oeuvre is a beautiful, 
documentary style of shoot. Fortunately, she 
was available, despite our tight timescale. 
Looking at the photos is like a storybook of 
events throughout the whole day.  
In retrospect, the only thing I would change 
is starting a little earlier to lengthen the 
experience. We had a 2.30pm service and the 
day just flew by. Ò
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Need to know 
ENGAGEMENT TO WEDDING 
Under five months  
BUDGET Undisclosed 
NUMBER OF GUESTS  
107 guests for the full day
FIRST DANCE I’m Thinking of You,  
Paul Weller

Couple’s favourite image

“The reason we like this 
picture [right] so much 

was that it was the first and 
only point we got a bit of 
time ‘just the two of us’ on 
the wedding day. After the 
meal, we drove one of the 
venue’s golf buggies up to 
the boathouse to get some 
pictures by the lake. It was 
a lovely getting away from 
the mayhem momentarily. 
We could just enjoy the 

breather together and the 
setting we were in.” 

Photography by Ali Jay Photography

14th July 2018 at Forbes of 
Kingennie, Tayside

Kate Donovan &  
Sean McAllister Garden

of Eden
A lush, botanical feel and 
laid-back atmosphere were 
at the heart of  this couple’s 
big day plans, as the new Mrs 
McAllister divulges...
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“Have a clear vision of what 
is important to you both at 

the beginning and stick to it,” 
suggests Kate. “Planning and  

decision-making can get quite 
overwhelming, so try not to get 
carried away adding ‘extras’ that 

you don’t really need!”

Top tip
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VENUE Forbes of Kingennie 
www.forbesofkingennie.co.uk 
PHOTOGRAPHY  
Ali Jay Photography 
www.alijayphotography.com
BRIDE’S DRESS Perfect Bridal Rooms 
www.perfectbridalrooms.com 
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES Quiz 
www.quizclothing.co.uk
GROOMSWEAR Slanj Kilts
slanjkilts.com 
FLOWERS Forget Me Not 
www.forgetmenotfloristdundee.co.uk 
CAKE Gorgeously Sweet  
Cake Emporium  
www.facebook.com/Gorgeouslysweet
RINGS ROX www.rox.co.uk

STATIONERY Papier  
www.papier.com
DECOR Celebre Weddings & Events 
www.facebook.com/
celebreweddingandevents
FAVOURS Yankee Candles  
www.yankeecandle.co.uk;  
Prostate Cancer UK pins 
shop.prostatecanceruk.org
ENTERTAINMENT  
Heavy Feathers 
www.heavyfeathers.co.uk
TRANSPORT JP Mini Coaches 
www.jpcoaches.co.uk 
HAIR AND MAKEUP  
Partners Hair and Makeup  
www.partnershairandbeauty.co.uk

“This image sticks out for me. I went to school with Kate and her 
bridesmaid Hayley. In our youth, they were always giggling together 

and it was no different on Kate’s wedding day. Hayley couldn’t get any 
of the buttons done up which caused a lot of laughter.” 

Ali Jay Edward, Ali Jay Photography

Photographer’s favourite image

“Kate Archer of Gorgeously 
Sweet Cake Emporium created 
a stunning cake. I honestly didn’t 
think I could get emotional over 

sugar, flour and eggs,” laughs 
Kate. “It was modern, fresh and 

tasted amazing! The fact that Kate 
happens to be my best friend 
(and one of my bridesmaids) 

made it all the sweeter!”

STAR 
SUPPLIER

Dove satin dress 
with illusion lace 
neckline (style 
6827), around 
£1,099,  
Stella York

Fefe Queen 
sandal, 
£345, Freya 
Rose

Wedding Day 
favour votive, £1.50, 
Yankee Candle

Louisa lace parasol, 
£32.95,  
Brollies Galore

Geometric three-tier 
cake, £POA, 
Gorgeously Sweet 
Cake Emporium

Wooden Mr 
and Mrs chair 
signs, £5.99,  
Ginger Ray

Address book Green Bardot 
embellished maxi 
dress, £79.99, Quiz


